Sensory neural targets for the treatment of cough.
1. Cough is a primary defensive reflex that protects the airways from potentially harmful stimuli. 2. During many respiratory diseases, the cough reflex threshold is lowered and coughing becomes excessive. 3. Currently available therapeutics are mostly ineffective at suppressing excessive coughing. 4. In the present review, we describe the sensory neural pathways involved in cough, how these pathways may become dysfunctional in airway disease and the most recent advances that have been made in identifying future targets for cough suppression.